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“Of course, know, you know, and know, that every- 
body that unemployed suffers during period unem- 
ployment, but also know that those who suffer most are 
the children the unemployed, because, course, the 
conditions are such that the period when they should have 
the things that they need this year, passes this year. You 
can’t feed children skimmed milk this year and make 
feeding them cream year. What they didn’t get 
this year you can never make them, and there are 
great numbers children all over the country that 
getting even skimmed milk this year.” 


EASTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
Baltimore, January 

The first regional conference the New Year came 
the time the 70th birthday celebration the 
Heury Watson Children’s Aid Society Baltimore, the 
birthday the Child Welfare League America, 
the completion the Baltimore survey the League 
and the report the Social Service Commission the 
State Maryland the Legislature. Thus, num- 
ber ways, the conference was culmination social 
effort Baltimore during the past twelve months. 
Representatives from six States other than Maryland 
registered. 

Birthday cakes, candles, flowers, and birthday gift 
the executive director the League mark the 
close his first ten vears service gave the conference 
unusually festive air. 

Outstanding points interest the meetings were: 

Mr. Prentice Murphy’s appraisal the White 
Conference Child Health and Protection, 
which emphasized the focusing attention this 
Conference upon the causal factors dependency and 
the progress the various committees working together 
had made outlining clearer picture what 
really want the field child health and pro- 
tection. 

The participation Mr. John Glenn the 
regional conference presiding officer the dinner 
meeting. Baltimore Mr. Glenn honored native 
son well director the Russell Sage Foundation. 

Mr. Henry Thurston’s sketch, 


relating how the League came from the every- 
(Continued page column 
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THE PLACE THE INSTITUTION CHILD 
CARE 
Editor’s Note: 

The following summary the round table discussion 
the Eastern Regional Conference Baltimore this 
topic was prepared the chairman, Reverend Dr. Karl 
Alter, Director, National Catholic School Social 
Service, Washington, 


Introductory Statement 

The very title this discussion seems imply that 
while the institution has definite place program 
larger program which envisions the totality the 
problem. are various care, 
such mothers’ allowanees, compensation, 
diverse forms insurance, institutions and foster 
homes. These various methods should not regarded 
being opposition one another, but rather 
forming comprehensive and integrated system 
child care. important keep mind that foster 
home care entirely compatible with institutional 
treatment. is, consequence, high time that 
mothers’ allowances versus the institution, the 
institution versus foster home care, boarding home 
versus care the child his own family home. 
They are not different conflicting systems, but one 
harmonious system. 

The particular circumstances surrounding each 
the one hand, and the resources the community, 
the other hand, will dictate the type care best 
suited the needs the child. one method 
child care can considered adequate independent 
social case work. The needs the child and the re- 


sources the community meet the particular need 


must every instance determined thorough- 
going individual case work. sum this introdue- 
tory statement, therefore,J would say that the institu- 
tion has definite place the field child care, but 
that subordinate the whole program, and must, 
necessity, integrated with 

(Continued page column 
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THE INHERENT HARM THE CHILD 
SEPARATED FROM HIS PARENTS 
Editor’s Note: 

Miss Patricia Morss, Chief, Division Child Wel- 
fare the Board Public Welfare, Washington, C., 
summarized the round table which she was chairman 
follows: 


The social law never perfect when nearest the 
natural law. This philosophy was undercurrent 
the discussion which terminated with some realizations 
that our arrangements for the care children away 
from their parents, frequently made when disor- 
ganization the home threatens, may have had doubt- 
ful chances success because have ignored some 
the regulative principles the natural law. The dis- 
cussion was developed—(1) the formulation 
definition the parental tie which the group had the 
assistance psychiatric point view, and (2) the 
examination certain circumstances foster care 
experiences, and their effect upon the developmental 
needs the child previously satisfied the paren- 
tal tie. 

formulating the definition the parental tie, the 
group chose aspects dependence and 
affection, developing the affectional aspect further 
stress its personalness, the fact that was evolved over 
period time, was dependent for growth upon ex- 
pressions from both the child and the parent, was self- 
making, was satisfying the fundamental love needs 
the child, and answering particularly the instinctive 
craving the identification self. This 
conception the dynamic qualities the processes 
within the tie, considered relation certain aspects 
the foster care experiences into which children sepa- 
rated from their parents are injected, indicated partic- 
‘substitute experiences for continuity the flow 
psychic energy present the parental tie and im- 
portant the mental development the child. Change 
from parent parent substitute, developed foster 
care arrangements, seemed seldom provide such 
points contact. 

Some the obstacles the establishment were 
found the position and attitudes the child’s own 
parents the foster care picture. The biological 
differences between parents and foster parents make 
difficult the transfer the child’s love attitude, there 
may little associative connection between them 
love (2) The differences cultural traditions 
the families place the child under tension meeting 
the pull toward old loyalties and the requirements for 
conformity the standards the new group. (3) The 
parent’s sense inadequacy perhaps guilt, projected 


criticism the foster parent, often leads the child 
question the authority the foster parent, thereby 
depriving him the security which can come through 
acceptance authority, particularly the earlier years 
childhood. 

The motives foster parents taking children into 
their homes and the attendant attitudes were also con- 


sidered factors which make difficult the establish- 


ment points contact psychic activity. The group 
considered the tendency foster parents more 
critical foster children than their own de- 
feating the development the child’s confidence 
The tendency expect gratitude was 
regarded another reason for making demands upon 
the child. (3) The tendency the foster parent 
place the blame for the child’s faults his heredity 
deprives him the chance having many difficulties 
averted, the anticipation the child’s needs which 
accompanies personal responsibility the parent can 
often prevent unnecessary strains for him. (4) The 
group also regarded the tendency foster parents 
solve their own emotional problems through the child 
handicapping his chances for growth. 

The deficiencies and limitations the 
setup the institution which were regarded obstacles 
overcome fostering the growth process were 
the absence, detected the child, 
actual duties mothering and fathering incident the 
providing necessaries which not realistic experi- 
ence for the institutional personnel and which provides 
the daily atmosphere implication for the child 
someone’s effort his behalf. (2) The group thought 
there was difference between membership group 
and status family, the changes due intake and 
discharge the institution being marked contrast 
the stability created the relative constancy fam- 
ily membership. (3) The delegation special duties 
institutional personnel and the departmentaliz- 
ing each day’s program destroy the possibilities 
finding the one parent person who the home helps 
correlate and construe ‘for the child his daily experi- 
ences. 

Other obstacles were found the attitudes society 
toward children under agency care away from their own 
homes. The attitudes were characterized those 
commiseration and those discrimination, both giving 
the child sense the uniqueness his problem. The 
latter attitude frequently observed among teachers 
the public schools, whom the child’s status, becom- 
ing known, earmark social inferiority for the 
sake which special efforts opportunities are not 
warranted. 


There were throughout the discussion evidences 
conflicting opinion particularly expressed those who 
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thought that the skilled techniques case work could 
make possible the overcoming many these ob- 
stacles. Consideration was asked from them the 
possibilities applying the same efforts case service 
earlier stages the problem, when disorganization 
the home beginning and before the functionings 
the natural law are disturbed. 


(Continued from page column 
where into the with the help the Russell Sage 
Foundation, the Commonwealth Fund and its own 
members. 

The demonstration Mr. Cheney Jones, both 
the Henry Watson birthday luncheon and the 
dinner meeting, that can portray what child welfare 
means terms individual children sympathetically 
prepared paper does his most informal 
conversational manner. 

Mrs. George Solter’s summary the report 
presented the Governor the Maryland Social 
Welfare Survey Commission, which the first step 
the development better State program public 
welfare. 

Mr. Carstens’ discussion the need every com- 
munity for high grade public service well for pri- 
vate child-caring service. 

The recognition the impossibility practising 
any specialized form case work without doing family 
case work. 

The desirability the type supervisor-case 
work relationship which gives the case worker freedom 
develop her own sense responsibility and her 
personality rather than that which merely superimposes 
the supervisor’s point view upon the worker. 

The importance providing facilities for the 
education foster mothers order that they may have 
greater confidence their ability work out problems 
with their children and opportunity for new cul- 
tural experiences which will enrich their own lives. 

10. Dr. Manfred Guttmacher’s paper personality 
defects school children which stressed the neces- 
sity for having both lay and professional people par- 
ticipate the mental hygiene movement; the impor- 
tance having teacher training courses include enough 
work the mental hygiene field enable teachers 
recognize early symptoms personality difficulties 
requiring professional treatment; and the possibility 
effecting personality some degree even though the 
most formative years child’s life are those the pre- 
school period. 

11. Dr. George Preston’s remark that what 
this country needs nursemaids with the training 
college professors and college professors with the train- 
ing nursemaids. 


12. The final luncheon Saturday, with Mr. Sidney 
Hollander, president the Jewish Children’s Society 
Baltimore, presiding, which the leaders the vari- 
ous round tables reported and Mr. Hollander reminded 
the audience that “bread lines and soup kitchens are 
not social work”; and that private agencies should 
not pretend meet adequately economic crisis 
with which they are not equipped deal. 


The National Recreation Association, 315 Fourth 
Avenue, New York, has prepared bulletins containing 
plays, songs, dialogues and suggestions for parties for 
the three holidays which come February. Further 
information may secured from the Association. 


INSTITUTION NEWS 


(Continued) 


Classification Dependent Children 

Before discussing the particular place the institu- 
tion the general program, will useful call 
mind the three major classifications into which de- 
pendent children fall. 

(a) The first classification comprises those children 
who can cared for their own homes means 
supplementary assistance. this c'ass that served 
means the mothers’ pension system, workmen’s 
compensation and private subsidy. 

(b) The second classification comprises those chil- 
dren whose homes have definitely and permanently 
broken down either through death, physical, mental 
moral incapacity some other equivalent cause. 
will not proceed the mere assumption that the 
family home has been completely disintegrated. That 
fact must definitely established before action 
taken. When, however, such fact beyond dispute, 
then there need finding new homes, namely, 
permanent family foster homes for such children. 

(c) The third classification groups together those 
dependent children who are suffering from temporary 
emergency the family, and who need care over 
relatively brief period time, the expiration which 
they will return their own family circle. 

the business the institution provide care 
only for this latter group children. not say that 
the exclusive business the institution provide 
this type care, but state that within this field 
that the function the institution discovered 
and its activities there located. Both institutions and 
boarding homes are alike this—that they are tem- 
porary expedients; highly useful and necessary, 
true, but nevertheless temporary their nature. They 
serve merely stop gaps while the dependent child 
being prepared for restoration his own family home, 
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new foster home where his life shall perma- 
nently rooted and anchored. The above classification 
importance order that may visualize the 
proper function the children’s institution. 


Composition Group Dependent Children 


There are, moreover, certain significant factors which 
must also taken into consideration. 
follows: 

(a) Between and 
institutions are not really 
the term: 

mother living 
Between and per cent have both father and 

mother living 
Only per cent are without father and 
mother 


They are 


per cent children our 
orphans the full sense 


have either father 


The conclusion which must drawn from these 
figures that the problem the child cannot con- 
sidered independent the family which 
member. this connection that adequate social 
case work supreme importance. There danger, 
without such case work, considering the child 
isolated unit, whereas the family problem the real 
problem. 

(b) Another important fact, which must kept 
mind trying evaluate the true function the 
institution, this: Approximately per cent the 
children cared for our institutions return ultimately 
their own family circle. This fact 
necessity continuous contact, therefore, with the 
family order that estrangement may not develop, 
and order that the child may returned the 
family speedily conditions and circumstances 
make justifiable. the business the social case 
workers representing the institution accelerate this 
reconditioning the family resume its natural 
responsibility. 

(c) study made several years ago Raymond 
Clapp nineteen cities the northeastern part the 
United States shows that the average length stay 


dependent children our institutions less than three 
years. conclusion which must drawn from this 
fact that the institution’s function not primarily 
prepare children for life, since they deal with such 
fraction time out the total period adolescence. 
not the function the institution provide 
permanent substitute for home care. second con- 
clusion, way corollary, might drawn, and that 
that the institution need not undertake any highly 
specialized service vocational training. Institutions 
sometimes make the mistake entering too enthusiasti- 
cally into this field. Vocational training should 
part such institutions provide long-time care for 
the child, and this emphatically not the function 
the usual institution which cares for dependent children. 
(d) Only minor percentage the total number 
applicants who seek care for children institutions 
stand actually need this particular type service. 
Where good social case work the order the day 
approximately per cent the total number chil- 
dren for whom care away from home asked need 
separated completely from their own families. state 
this percentage with modifications subject the ade- 
quacy mothers’ allowances, workmen’s compensa- 
tion, and other forms public and private subsidy. 
illustration let state own experience 
community where mothers’ pensions 
homes well institutional care were available, 
was found that only 100 children out total 650 
for whom application for care was made needed 
separated from their own family circle. Prior the 
establishment adequate social investigation before 
admission, and with population per cent smaller 
than the community served, there had been previously 
from two three times many children admitted. 
This fact again emphasizes the necessity proper indi- 
vidual case work dealing with the family problem 
whole rather than with the child isolated unit. 
(e) Another fact financial well social signifi- 
cance found the nature the turnover the 
population children’s institution. First, where the 
turnover too slow there wasteful expenditure 
community resources; secondly, the isolation the 
child from his own family from foster home pro- 
longed beyond adequate reason and frequently the 
detriment the child from standpoint social de- 
velopment. illustration, let take institu- 
tion with normal capacity 200 children. the 


average length stay five years, then ten-year 
period time only 400 children will passed through 
the institution, receiving the benefit its care. the 
average length stay can reduced two and half 
years, then the same period time 800 children 
would have received the benefit the institution’s care 
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and training. Even two and half years seems 
regarded too long stay for the average child. The 
experience many our efficient institutions indicates 
that the average length stay approximately eigh- 
teen months. This would mean that approximately 
1,300 would cared for over period ten years 
institution with average capacity 200. Now, 
fact not lost sight this: will cost more 
care for 1,300 children the course decade 
everyone stays for eighteen months than will cost 
care for 400 children the average length stay five 
years. That there definite relationship between 
the length stay and the quality social service work 
done connection with admissions and discharges 
fact which can easily demonstrated from experience. 


Summary Concerning the Specific Place the Institution 
Program Child Care 


(a) The institution not intended for those children 
whose dependency due economic causes alone. 
Such children should cared for their own homes. 

(b) The institution not intended permanent 
home for any normal child. The permanent home 
should the child’s own home carefully chosen 
foster home. 

(c) The institution not primarily 
school. The brief length stay the dependent child 
the institution invalidates any such conclusion. The 
family home has the supervision the child for from 
fifteen sixteen years out the total period adoles- 
cence, and hence the community resources should 
used for vocational work and there need setting 
occupational training courses the average institu- 
tion. 

(d) The function the institution that receiv- 
ing home and training center. should emphasize 
short time but highly intensified care until the emer- 
gency the child’s life bridged. 

(e) order that the institution shall function prop- 
erly two fundamental policies need stressed. The 


first the policy individualization contrasted 


group treatment, and the second the policy social 
contact opposed the policy isolation. 
first policy implies not merely individual clothing, indi- 
vidual possessions, individual toilet articles, individual 
lockers, but also individual opportunity for develop- 
ment health, educational, moral and spiritual train- 
ing. The second policy, namely, socialization, implies 
continuance contact with the child’s own family, 
relatives and friends, and, general way, with the 
community life and activity. These policies will 


worked out differently different institutions, but 
clear and comprehensive grasp their importance one 
the most urgent needs any institutional program. 


Opportunities and Dangers 


There are both special opportunities which the insti- 
tution may seize upon the interests dependent 
children, well dangers that may incurred. 
opportunities lie primarily the field health, 
should profit the opportunity having complete 
control its health program. can control better 
than any other agency, will, the preliminary physi- 
cal examination, correct the defects discovered, provide 
wholesome diet, adequate recreation and rest. the 
second place, the controlled situation within the institu- 
tion should foster educational achievements regu- 
larity attendance classes and supervised study. 
the third place, the institution has opportunity 
which does not exist the community co- 
ordinating into one completely harmonious pattern 
life the forces the Church, the school and the 
The conflicting values and attitudes, manifested fre- 
quently our community life, and which accentuate 
social disorganization, should non-existent prob- 
lems the well-managed institution. The dangers 
which must avoided can summarized under the 
following four headings: first, regimentation chil- 
dren instead individualization; second, isolation 
the child instead social development; third, pro- 
longed stay instead short but intensified period 
care; fourth, unsupervised intake and discharge. 


Plant and Personnel Relationship 


might well call attention the fact that the 
type institution and its equipment, whether 
congregate, group cottage, has indeed genuine im- 
portance, but importance which easily over- 
emphasized the detriment other ments 
more compelling nature. The plant and 
should not rated more than per cent all 
elements entering into the care children. Eighty 
per cent the value program for child care, 
nent substitute, looked for the personnel. 
The qualifications the people who care for children 
are much more important than the quantity the 
quality the physical plant and equipment. the 
institution, therefore, has the right personnel, the right 
policies and adequate social service, can render 
exceedingly useful service the community the 
care and training dependent children. 


The Institute for Executives the’ 


New York School Social Work begins February 
1931, and will close February 28. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT AND CHILD WELFARE 

the were running Book-of-the-Month 
Club would recommend Children’s 
cation Number 125 Unemployment and Child 
Welfare most pertinent the economic crisis 
which the United States finds itself the beginning 
193 

Publication Number report the study made 
the Federal Children’s Bureau Racine, Wisconsin, 
and Springfield, Massachusetts, during the depression 
1921 and 1922, “‘to discover the relation between the 
unemployment situation and the more less definable 
factors child welfare, using this term applying not 
merely conditions related the individual child 
but also his welfare member family group 
affected the father’s unemployment.” The field 
work was done under the direction Miss Emma 
Lundberg, who was also responsible for the writing 
the final report published 1923. 

transmitting the report the Secretary Labor, 
Miss Abbott wrote follows: 

findings this report make clear that large 
groups children suffer not temporary but permanent 
losses result period industrial depression. 
Those who are interested raising the standard our 
citizenship through better care the children the 
country can not regard outside the field their con- 
cern proposals for preventing unemployment and, fail- 
ing program prevention, measures which are neces- 
sary for safeguarding the children during period 

the end another ten years, when similar not 
worse industrial and economic crisis upon us, seems 
worth while dust off Publication 125 and read some 
the stories stark tragedy which contains. The 
case given the more compelling because any 
impuise play the many dramatic features the 
human interest stories secured the field workers was 
clearly subordinated the statement unadorned 
facts. 

There hardly community the country where 
the stories what the 1921 depression meant fathers 
and mothers and children could not matched 
similar stories 1931. 

his discussion the White House Conference 
Baltimore Prentice Murphy stressed the obligation 
resting upon all children’s workers concern them- 
selves with the causes dependency order that child 
welfare programs may increasingly preventive rather 
than merely palliative. social workers are more 
than give lip service such effort then, Miss 
Abbott pointed out eight years ago, the prevention 
unemployment and measures safeguard children 
when does come must regarded quite much 
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within the field our concern questions technique (in spite 
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“Yes, didn’t cost her much renounce promise 
But the gentle and wise Prioress asks, know, mistres: 


Finally the Prioress decides that the baby has 
entrusted the Order and that duty con- and 
science care for her. With the greatest dispatch and 
ease all troublesome details are taken care of. The 
doctor, being bachelor, expresses his willingness rattling 
adopt the child that she may have name, the the cor 
Nuns will care for her, and departs for the Register 
“to become legalized parent.” Ther 

The gardener’s wife, who has young baby her own, workers 
will assist the care the Theresa. And the 
Novice Sister Joanna the Cross (Eva Gallienne the vio 
plays this part herself), who has missed her little stop 
brothers and sisters keenly since coming the Con- are vio 
vent, left with the baby while the others devo- Song 
tions. she makes her responses the prayers such 
being intoned inside the cloister but finally she becomes worker 
oblivious everything except the baby. plot 

Between the first and second acts eighteen years 
elapse. Theresa has grown the protection and investi; 
security provided the Convent atmosphere. The too cri 
request the mother that her baby reared the tailed 
Convent rather than orphan asylum has quite bachelc 
illogically given Theresa foster father well the 
devoted love the Nuns. some way, which and 
play not necessary explain, Theresa has also her anc 
gained lover and soon married. But 

the second act opens, group Nuns are busily old the 
sewing upon her trousseau. garden their child the lac 
singing and her fresh young voice drowns out that witness 
Sister Maria Jesus who reading her companions growin, 
they stitch Theresa’s bridal garments. Prioress appare 
realizes that the singing interfering with full any 
appreciation the serious content the religious the cir 
treatise from which the Sister reading, but her com- tongue 
ment is, “It cannot helped. The child was born proper 
happy and will die so.” 

this last day before her marriage Theresa says: the bri 

have lived here eighteen years and all this 
the very moment that leaving it, you have the 
never once reminded that have lived here your 
than the daughter King: for love you all much 
that want kiss even the walls and hug the trees 
for even the walls and the trees have been kind me. 
This has been the Convent Heart.” 

The trousseau which has been made the fashion 
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nique (in spite the Vicaress, who certain there are fashions 
hell) packed and the moment parting comes. 
Antonio, the lover, waiting. tells the Nuns 
(through the grill, course) that taking Theresa 
across the sea America. pledges his devotion and 


promises that his wife shall always “the absolute 
mistress her conscience and house and 
children shall ever that which she 

been Prioress places Theresa’s hand Antonio’s 
and says, “Here her hand. See, give her you 
and with great love and may you make her 

The The last farewells are said, and the coach heard 
rattling away over the rough cobble-stones. Within 
the the convent the bell rings summoning the Nuns 
gister choir. 

There rumor about town that certain social 
workers who have witnessed some the plays having 
the with illegitimacy have been restrained oniy 
lienne the violence their companions from attempting 

little stop the show because recognized case work principles 
are violated right before their eyes. But The Cradle 
devo- Song has such inherent charm and produced with 
rayers such feeling and deftness that the most skilled social 
comes worker can hardly fail enjoy the unfoldment 

plot which works the climax happy ending. 
years true that she must ignore the lack proper 
and investigation the time intake. She must not 

The too critical because the Prioress does not secure de- 
the tailed information the habits and customs the 
quite bachelor father before adoption consummated; 
the because effort made rehabilitate the mother 
and plan social treatment which will include both 
also her and the child. 

But for the two and half hours spent the dingy 
busily old theatre 14th Street, there are compensations for 
hild the lack accepted techniques. The social worker 
hat witnesses the miracle child born out wedlock 
anions growing without curiosity who she and 
rioress apparently without mental conflicts. Never once 
any the adults the situation remind Theresa 
ligious the circumstances her birth. Not even the sharp- 
com- tongued Vicaress would sin this direction. the 
born proper time lover appears able satisfy the Nuns 

his character and trustworthiness. Apparently 
says: the bride destined live happily ever after. 
those social workers who feel bowed down 
have the burden case load involving too many unmarried 
your Mothers and children for whose problems there seems 
happy ending, The Cradle Song highly 
much recommended. 
trees 
me. 


Mid-Western Regional Conference held 
fashion March 20-21, Auditorium Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. 
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ALABAMA HOLDS FOSTER 
MEETING 

The State Child Welfare Department Alabama 
recently tried the experiment having meeting 
foster fathers. response the invitation issued 
the Department, tradesmen, dairymen, farmers, 
doctor, most all—fathers came together learn 
more about the job caring for other people’s children. 
social hour during which refreshments were served 
preceded the meeting, the fathers entering heartily into 
this opportunity get acquainted. Later, Mrs. 
Tunstall, Director the Department, told its begin- 
nings and its present organization. She spoke too 
what other States are doing, that the boarding 
fathers might catch the vision not only Alabama’s 
conscience for its children, but also its part vast 
effort for the children the nation. 

Miss Loula Dunn, Supervisor the Children’s Aid 
Division, discussed the theory foster home 
telling what looked for selecting foster home and 
what the home should mean the child. Dr. John 
Martin, Staff Physician, spoke “The Health the 
stressing the need training children 
desire health. showed too that sick mind well 
sick body may the result unhealthy conditions 
within the family the community. challenged 
the fathers enlist every member their families 
program not only prevent sickness but also actively 
promote health. 

The last speaker was Hodges, from the State 
Department Education, who discussed Father 
first what means good father, since “no 
parent can good community worker who not 
Then outlined 
those community activities which the good father 
should found ready 
GRISWOLD. 


good parent his own home.” 


ENCLOSURES 
(Sent members only) 

Prentice Murphy, Executive Secretary, Seybert Insti- 
tute; Executive Secretary, Children’s Bureau Phila- 
delphia. Reprinted from The Annals the American 
Academy Political and Social Science, Philadelphia, 
September, 1930, Publication No. 2422. 


New Ora Pendleton, Assis- 
tant Executive Secretary, Children’s Bureau Phila- 
delphia. Reprinted from The Annals the American 
Academy Political and Social Science, Philadelphia, 
September, 1930, Publication No. 2417. 
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has been estimated that before the next White 
House Conference more than half million illegitimate 
children will have been born the United States. 
Some these children will remain with their own 
mothers with some member her family. Others 
will become the wards public and private child- 
agencies and will grow either institutions 
foster homes. considerable number will 
adopted without benefit social service. large per 
éent them will listed what the Sisters cer- 
tain maternity home termed their “angel the 
death rate this group higher than that legitimate 
children. 

which provides the basis one the 
thirty-six possible plots drama and literature, has 
been the theme succession plays passing and 
off the Broadway stage during the past four years. 
Some them made contribution dramatic art 
ences toward this particular social problem. The 
Cradle Song, however, produced Eva Gallienne 
her Civic Repertory Theater New York, one 
the exceptions. 

the social worker this play Sierra, which one 
critic says violates most the conventions the 
theater and yet one the most moving entertain- 
ments, offers opportunity for vicarious enjoyment 
the closing case which has had happy ending. 

The scene the play laid convent Dominican 
Nuns Spain. the birthday the Prioress, and 
the Nuns and Novices are animated and cheerful 
mood. 

the entrance the Convent there opening 
which contains revolving wheel where objects may 
placed and passed without “the recipients being seen 


The bell rings and discovered that birthday 
gift for Prioress—a canary handsome cage— 
has been placed the revolving wheel. from the 
wife the Mayor, who was unable bring the gift 
herself. 

‘The old.doctor, who bachelor, comes in. Only the 


Nuns who are ailing are permitted remain 


the room. When the doctor starts upon his rounds 
see the bed-ridden patients, the Prioress goes the 


choir and the Novices are left guard the door. 

Suddenly the door-bell rings again. One the 
Novices peeps out. She can one but looks 
though something had been left upon the revolving 
wheel. She turns the wheel around and finds basket 
carefully covered with white cloth upon which note 
for the Mother Prioress pinned. The Novice Psy 
inside and her astonishment discovers that there 
baby the basket. Bar 

Great excitement follows, the midst which the Les 
Reverend Mother discovers the letter pinned the 
baby’s clothes. this letter are revealed all the 
poignancy and the anguish which are the lot most 


the unmarried mothers the world. 


the liberty which poor woman takes, trusting 
your charity, leaving the grille this newborn babe 
lady, one those they call women the aud FUNC’ 
assure you sorry for it; but this the world, and you 
turn your Lack it, and costs much down Ina 
does up, and that what writing tell you, 
lady. The truth this little girl any father, that say 
the same she didn’t have any, and her cussed 
mother—leave her here, although costs something leave 
her; for although one what one is, one isn’t all bad, and 
love her much any mother loves her baby, though she ples set 
the best lady the land. But all the same, though she came 
into this world without being wanted any one, she doesn’t 
deserve the daughter the woman she is, above all, 
lady, her father, and don’t want her have blush for having 

modifie 
been born the way she was, nor for having the mother she has, 
hold dear, lady, that you will protect her and keep her with 

age asylum, for was brought there myself, and From 
what happens them, although the sisters are kind—yes, they 
are—and have pity. And some day, when she grows and 
she asks for her mother, you must tell her that the devil has Society 
carried her away, and ask your pardon, for must never show the foll 
myself her, nor see her again, nor give you any care nor 
trouble, you can this good work peace, you will it, “The 
for implore you again, lady, that you will for the 
memory your own dear mother, and God will reward you, 
and she will live peace, and grow God wills, for what and 
eyes have not seen the heart cannot understand, lady.” munity 


agencie 


are mol 


the Vicaress, who plainly fears that the Prioress for- was 
getting her religious vows, represents common attitude careful 
toward the unmarried mother and her child. The able 
Prioress gently reminds her that the child not re- 
sponsible for the “sin which she was born” and 


(2) 
were 
improv 


the mother renouncing her motherhood “has bitterly and 
paid the penalty.” 


which the Vicaress replies: 
(Continued page column 
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